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What Captain MeDonough Lacked.
A tall Breton, and

gifted with commendable taciturnity,
tired a shell from a long, lean 03 mil-- ,

llraetcr gun mounted on the, jifter
deck of the French cargo ship Guyana'
lit 8 o'clock on the afternoon of Janu-
ary 22 and sank n submarine in the
Bay of Biscay, lie enjoyed the en-

thusiastic cooperation of Captain
Koussklot, who had to change the
coarse of his ship to bring the capa-

ble Breton's long, lean gun into posi-

tion, and of a crew that joyfully ac-

claims him as a naval marksman of
unusual skill. And the Guyane came
safely into port.

Surely it will not strain the neu-

trality of word mid thought that has
been urged upon us to wish tuut"the
American schooner Lyman M. Law,
which did not reach port, but wns
sunk off the coast of Sardinia on
February 32, had mounted it long,

"lean gun and carried among her com-

pany a gunner. The Lynran M. Law's
skipper, Captain McDoxouon, testi-

fies unemotionally that:
If. my ship had been armed with a

flY-- pounder I could have destroyed ,the
submarine! as easily as buttering a piece
of bread."

And he would have done It, too, In
spite of the Dollar Bills nnd the Jim
jrnnns and all the rest that oppress
nnd seek to suppress real Amerlcnn-i-

in this doleful year!

The Federal Farm Loan Act.
One, of several great constructive

achievements of the past four years
.has been, according to the Democratic
spjkesmen, the Federal farm loan
act, which was to promote ugrlculture
and therefore the general welfare of
the country by maktng capital nvnll-abl- e

to farmers at moderate rates.
Tho act of Congress by which this
was to be brought about was full of
defects, exposed In Tub Sun by that
authority on rural credits,

Myron T. Herrick of Ohio, ut
the time of tho law's passage last
summer. Since then there hns been
opportunity to study the measure
nioro fully, nnd though the meaning
of various provisions remains seri-
ously In doubt, Governor Herrick has
been able to penetrate most of its
complexities. The results of his an-

alysis ore presented in an article in
the February number of tho Atlantic
Monthly, and if the render, finds him-- ''

self bewildered In the perusal he will
know that it Is not Mr. Herrick's un-

usually lucid style, but the language
of the act itself which Is at fault.

With the details of the act as ex-

pounded by Mr. JIkriuck we do not
purpose to trouble tho render, nor
will we divert him with Mr. Her-mot- 's

ironicnl revelation of the
somersaults performed by President
Wilson, Secretary Houston nnd Sec-
retary McAnoo. These arc entertain-
ing, but not nearly so entertaining
ns the utterances of Congressman
Caraway of Arkansas, who said right
out in meeting:

"To tell you the facts about the mat-
ter, to be right candid with you all, wo
were all hoping; to he reelected by our
activities In this matter." Laughter and
applause from members of the Farm
Mortgage Bankers Association.

What we would like to Invite gen-

eral attention to is this part of Mr,
Hkkrick's conclusion:

"Thus every source of funds, public
and private, has been opened and every
special privilege and other known
method of extending Government aid has
been accorded. If there be an excep-
tion, tt Is that the Board has not yet
the power to confiscate titles and forci-
bly" to acquire lands for allotment and
rale on credit to Its beneficiaries. But
agrarlanlsm and the redistribution by
law of all kinds of landed properties are
not an Improbable outcome of this ex-

traordinary System, In view of the
pressure which the millions of trade
unionists, combined with Influential col-

onization societies, have now resolved to
exert upon Congress.

"The system Is a hodge-podg- e of
blunders wrong from any angle of
vision. The wisdom and honesty of the
I Federal Farm Loan Board, clothed
with arbitrary powers, will be no more
capable of avoiding Its pernicious post),
bllltles than wag tho common sense of
Congress cffcctlvo In preventing Its es
tablishment."

Mr. Hkhhu k'h reference to tho
of iniilo unions Is based on the

remarkable resolution adopted at the
nuivpntlnn of the American 1'eilern.
tlon of Labor hint November. It was

then resolved that deposits in postal
savings banks should be lent to cities
for the purpose of building model
houses for workers, or, if this seemed
Inexpedient, the Federal .Government
should establish an urban credits
system by which cities might borrow
sums for long terms at low rates for
such building operations. The resolu-
tion of the Federation of Labor, says
Mr. HEnittcK, began and ended as
follows:

"Inasmuch as the Government has al-

ready established a rural credits sys-
tem for the benefit of the farmer
we believe, it Is an easy matter for the
Government to take such steps to relieve
tho working people In Industrial centres
of the Insanitary homes that are now
unfit for habitation."

Logically spoken; having made a
beginning can tho Government hence-
forth refuse to lend Its credit to any,
commendable enterprise?

Prepare on Land as Well as on Seat
In the course of an admirably dig-

nified nnd truly patriotic speech, de-

livered lu rebuke of the ultra pacifist
Congressman Wabren Worth Bailet
for having grossly misrepresented the
position of tho Hon. A. P. Gardner,
Representative, Lf.nroot of Wisconsin
made these assertions:

"Representing the great American
people here we will vote to maintain, by
force If need be, our liberties upon the
sea; but that does not mean that we
will voto a general declaration of war
against Germany. It does not mean
that we will Intervene in tho Kuropean
war. It does not mean that we will
send our men to the trenches of Eu-
rope. It does not mean that we are
to sit In and determine the terms of
settlement of European questions, it
means only, that iwe are going to settle
our difficulty with Germany by com-

pelling her to respect our rights upon
the sea.

"If war must come. It will be a war
upon the sea, destroying every German
submarine that we can and protecting
our own ships until such time as Ger-
many shall cease to be an outlaw upon
tho sea. When Germany shall again
reflect our rights our quarrel with her
will be over and we will be ready to
make peace with her, regardless of Eu-
ropean nations or European quarrels."

Much of what Mr. Lenroot had to
say was, In manner and In matter,
expressive of the very highest nnd
most intelligent Americanism, but the
paragraphs Just quoted outline a
lllcy filled full of the very gravest,
menace to the future well being of
the United States.

Undoubtedly this programme rep
resents the position of a very large
part of the Congress of the United
States, even of those who recoil In
amazement and disgust from the pol-

troonery of the pacifists.
It expresses the present desire of

n great section of the American neo--
plc--th- stratum between tho ultra
pacifists and the Idealists who would
plunge Into war with Germnny for
her Innumerable offences against de-

mocracy nnd humanity, Irrespective of
their Immediate bearing upon mate-
rial Interests of the United Stutes.

In all probability It outlines the
present wish and purpose sjf Presi
dent Wilson, so far as lie has per-
fected In his own mind any method
of dealing with the situation which
Germany has forced upon us.

But notwithstanding the extent
and the high chnrncter and dignity
of the public sentiment which Mr.
Lenroot has echoed, he proffers a
programme most perilous to adopt
and impossible of accomplishment.

We may pass over for a time tho
moral obloquy that tho nation would
invito by Ignoring nil the great hu-

manitarian Issues of the war, from
the ravaging of Belgium to the un
holy nlllunce with the Turks, and
moral responsibility for the inde
scribable atrocities in Armenia.

Our people may share temporarily
In the blludness of those who sec in
this world conflict no struggle to the
deuth between nutocrncy nnd democ
racy, between the arrogant Hoiien- -

7.oi.i.-.r- n nnd the peo-

ples of tho world.
Wo may even postpone questioning

those who hold tho assassination of
114 American citizens, many of them
women and children, on the Lusl- -

tnnla as an Inevitable incident of
war instead of u colossnl crime com
mitted by direction of the highest
German authority.

Wo mny forget tho affronts lo our
Ambassador after his recall, the re
strictions imposed upon our cltlzjns
hi Germnny while pence still obtained,
the reported indignities henpc.l upon
our consuls nnd tnelr wives seeking
to lenvo tho bnrbntlnn State.

Wc may condone tho repented and
notorious conspiracies among German
sympathizers in this country, with
the countenance of diplomatic olll- -

c!i!s, for the fomenting of strikes,
the explosion of munition factories
and the crippling or scuttling of Ger
man ships temporarily In our cure.

All these things, if pacifists or near
pacifists Insist, might bo forgotten or
condoned, excused or unpercelved by
tho myopic vision of Congress, nnd
war be based on the sinking of n
single ship. But with the very first
crack of n four inch gun fired from an
American cruiser at n German sub-- ,

marine the whole blnck indictment of
Germany would bo writ largo on the
consciousness of this nation, and the
war would bo fought In the name of
humanity that name which Mr.
Wilson wns wont to use eloquently
in his notes to Germnny nnd his plens
before Congress, but which of lnte In
his concentration of mind upon the
"overt net" he nppears to have for-
gotten.

Morally It Is well that public recol-
lection of these outrages should per-
sist. Frightful and shocking ns wns
tho destruction of the Maine, It Is
better y that we can recall that

our declaration' of war upon Spain
wns not based upon that crime alone.
Our Inst war with a European Power
wns tho outcome of n determination
to secure for the people of Cuba
more civilized nnd humane conditions
of life thnn they could hope for un-

der Spanish rule. If wnr shnll come
ngnln tt must not spring from a self-
ish nationalism nlonc.

The programme outlined by Sir.
Lenroot Is wenk on Its material ns
well ns its moral side. Wnr cnunot
be limited In its scope to one Issue,
or to one or two lines of attack. He
rends history but superficially who
falls to find this lesson In the record
of the last two years and n. half. If
we enter this Kuropean conflict it
must he with the Intent of Injuring
our adversary In every possible way ;

with tho cxpectntlon of being ns
deeply Involved ns any one of the
Allies. We shnll nrouso the hatred
of the Germans and must so bear
ourselves In the conflict ns to leave
them no opportunity for vengeance
while allies, whom we have scorned,
look on In Indifference.

Let us look to the end. It Is in-

credible that Germnny can win this
war agnlnst nil Europe but In wnr
the Incredible sometimes hnppens.
Suppose that In nccordnnce with the
Lenroot idea we enter upon the strug-
gle with the fixed determination to
do our pnrt only upon the seas. We
Increase enormously our navy and
multiply the auxiliaries used only
against submarines. We do nothing
toward raising, equipping nnd drill-
ing such an army ns would be needed
if wc were to Join In the campaigns
of Europe. But before our new naval
equipment, with its untried personnel,
has succeeded In destroying the Ger-
man submarine menace German mili-
tary successes In the western' theatre
of war hnve reduced France to sub-
jection nnd tho "stringency of the
submarine blockade has brought Eng-
land to her knees.

This is nu. almost unimaginable
contingency, but the part of the wise
statesman In entering upon a war is
to prepare'for the unexpected. '

In such case the German tfeet would
nt once be freed. Moreover, It would
be enormously lncrensed in size nnd
efficiency by its selection of the very
best ships from the fleets of con-

quered V Grcnt Britain and France.
Our own nnvy, even though Increased
by frenzied building, would be no
match for It. With a pence con-

cluded with the Allies to our exclu-
sion n perfectly legitimate proced-
ure under the Lenroot programme
Germany could nnd would employ
her overwhelming mllltury nnd naval
power in the conquest of the United
States. Our participation In the wnr
would Justify a war of couquest, and
would sufficiently eurnge Germnn
sentiment to make It easy for the
Ilohenzollerns to, lend their people
into tills new struggle which would
promise such rich plunder. And
finally the unwise, the puerile, the
suicidal lipiltutlon, by our own Gov-
ernment, of the extent of 'our partici-
pation In the present wnr would hnve
limited likewise our preparation for
defence. Our territory, our wealth,
our very people would be nt the
mercy of the Invaders nnd, with all
deference to Mr. Oswald Garrison
Villa-id- , whnt they would do to us
Is no hypothetical question.

If or when this nation goes to war
It must enter the conflict with tho
fixed determination to. leave nothing
undone to secure victory by lnnd nnd
sea. Only so can It assure Itself
ngnlnst the possibility of cnlnmitous
defent within Its own territory.

She Admits It.
Germany Is fighting for tho freedom

of the sens nnd the sanctity of Inter-
national law. Tills the world knows
because Germany ndmlts it. The pres-
ent sltuntlon confirms Germnny's po-

sition, ns anybody enn see, for:
Germany orders neutral ships to

pnlnt themselves "up 'like barber poles
In the best style of Germnn nrt;

Germnny decrees how many neutral
ships shall sail from and for their
home porls each week;

Germany sinks neutral merchant
ships at sight without stopping for
warning, visit or senrch ;

Germany orders neutral ships not
to arm themselves for protection
against pirates;

Germnny amends lnternntlonnl Inw
overnight In time of wnr, as suits the
exigencies of her own cnuse.

Plainly, therefore, Germany is tho
defender of freedom of tho sens, the
guardian of lnternntlonnl Inw.

From Bad to Worse In Cuba.
It Is 11 bad state of things when

the Cuban Government is obliged to
call off the special election In Orlcnte,
which wns set for A settla-men- t

of the Presldentlnl contest In
tho courts will now bo Impossible
until the Inst Liberal Insurgent Is
captured, killed or driven Into exile.
The wns held In Snntn
Clnrn n few days ngo with soldiers
nt the polls, nnd the Liberal vote wns
light. Lnrge mnjorltles for President
Menocai. were reported. The Liber-nl- s

naturally protested.
As to an election In Orlcnte, It Is

of course out of the question, for
with the Insurgents In control of the
province there would not ho even a
pretence of conducting It fairly.
President Menocai, Is Justified In
postponing the Orlento count Indefi-
nitely, but whatever the Government
does becomes n grievance to the Lib-
eral faction in Cuba.

AVo should Judge that the last'hope
of reconciliation between tho two par-
ties by negotiating had passed with
election fiascos In eastern Cuba. The
Government must now depend on tho
army to maintain Itself. In tho prov-
inces of Havana, Mntanzns nnd
Orlento it enn count only on n mi-
nority of 'tho people. Political pas-slo-

have been nroused as never be- -
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foro since tho Spanish flog was
hauled down.

With such n leader as Jose Miguel
Gomez the insurgents no doubt are
fairly well supplied with funds. Noth-
ing but complete defeat in tho field
will break their spirit. The cry that
Menocai, Is setting up as dictator
will bring them recruits, although he
hns made an excellent President and
puts the law nbove his personal am-

bition. It Is n deplorable situation.
The United States must stand ready
to restore pence In Cuba again.

Movlea emntvlnsr the tnnftne aavltlm-a- .

Newspaper headline.
This accounts for some of the spec-

tators who visit the picture theatres.

Subscriptions to the British "win the
war" loan amounted to at least

according to the estimate made
by tho Chancellor of tho Exchequer,
this sum including: only new money
raised by popular appeal. Call it

the population which pro-
duced it numbers, roughly, 46,000,000
men, womon and children. Thus there
Is a per capita contribution of .about
$75. Getting: down to figures like this,
It Is possible to form some conception
of the magnitude of the transaction',
the record of which, stated In tho
terms Doxar Law uses, is intelligible
only to astronomers and the highest
of high financiers.

Xo eugentst should overlook the fact
that OscAn Callawat of Texas was
born on Harmony Hill.

Representative J. Hampton Moore,
the Hampt of his Keystone Intimates,
has no Information of his own about a
press bought by British gold but is
confident that Oscar Callawat, the
Lone Star censor, has all the details.
Oscar, however, "does not know of his
own knowledge"; he got his Informa-
tion from "a Government official who
in In a posltloi to know." It looks as
If somebody had been tapping: another
kindergarten telephone line in Wash-
ington.

The eminent pedagogues who are
hot In defence of the existing system
of formal education would have a
stronger case If so many of the prod-
ucts of their methods did not furnish
unconscious proof of the Inefficiency
of their scheme of mental training to
accomplish the results they assert it
produces.

A confirmed pacifist regards an in-

quiry based on a probability as a hy-
pothetical question not worthy of an-
swer; but to his mind a vieion whose
details contradict everything that is
known about human nature consti-
tutes an elemental fact.

One of the Interesting things about
thoso worthy citizens who devote their
energies to the task of abolishing war
is the ease with which, as a prelimi-
nary and incidental reform, they abol-
ish, truth.

SHALL NEW YORK SPEAK?

Pacifists and ScntUers Have Too Long
Held the Washlagion Ear.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: I
am satisfied that the great mass of the
residents of New York have been wait-
ing with strained patience since the
severance of diplomatic relations with
Germany for satisfactory evidence that
the United. States intends to properly
protect its honor, to say nothing of Its
rights.

lias not the course of the authorities
in Washington been Influenced Home- -
what by the complete failure of those
who believe In an emphatic maintenance
of our rights to enter any protest
against their present policy of Inaction?
Have we not allowed ourselves to be
fed up by hopes born more of what we
feel ought to be done than of anything
that has been or seems likely to be
done?

In the meantime the only voice heard
in the land is that of the peace nt any
price advocate, assisted by the
pacifists or peace with dishonor clique,
under guise of which classifications will
be found practically every
in the country-I- s

it to be wondered at that the Ad-

ministration should be somewhat influ
enced by tho large number of
peace meetings which are being held
under varying auspices, as the result of
a pacifist propaganda more or less sur
reptitiously supported by those more
anxious to see the Central Powers vic
torious than for tho honor and good
name of the United States?

Is it not time to protest In the name
of tho people of New York against a
cabal conducted in our national legisla-
tive halls of such a dishonorable naturo
that If It is not curbed will lead to
national disgrace? Is It not time to
protest against the halls of Congress
being the forum from which sentiments
of such an unpatriotic nature are pro
claimed that not alone are they likely
to destroy the respect of the world at
largo but to furnish the nations that
have already Insulted us beyond meas-
ure with a feeling of confidence that
they can add to their Insults with Im
punity?

Is it not possible for a meeting of
protest to be called? Could it not be
held under the auspices of some repre-
sentative body such as the Chamber
of Commerce or an association of clubs
and societies which would rob it of any
partisan aspect, such as the Union
League and Manhattan clubs or the Re-
publican and Democratic clubs? Even
If such ansplces do not seem practicable,
would It not be possible to hold a meet-
ing under a committee of public spirited
citizens who could be counted upon to
lend proper force and dignity to the
occasion? Geosoe H. Richards.

Js'kw York, February 19.

Another Flop?
To ins EoiTon or Tin: Sun Sir: As to

the Lansing-Wilso- n message to Cuba on
the evils of rebellion announcing that the
Administration cannot recognise a Govern-
ment founded on rebellion, tvt have an-

other "flop," The Administration, hating
found that the Idea worked very badly, la,
Mexico (the of Iluert'a),
promptly proceeded to recognise the suc-
cessful rebels In Peru. Now the pendulum
swings the other way, or perhaps "pendu-
lum" Is not the word,

I'SANCJS M. IICSEIT.
JiCKSONrii.Lr, Fla February IT.

The Orert Act.
He slew my. family In the night,

I overlooked the fact.
While patiently I set myself

To wait an overt act.

He blew me up and burned me down,
nut still I kept my pact

And lgllantly held myself
To wait an overt act.

What It may be I cannot tell,
Perhaps mere lack of tact,

nut I shall know tt when It comes
And smite the evert act.

MctasDicsoH Wilson,

AS TO OPEN FIREPLACES.

There Is nothing that looks better In
a picture than an open fireplace. The
old Dutch masters discovered that, and
wily craftsmen ever since have used
the knowledge. Witness the flourish-in- ?

modern school of commercial art
It's a poor phonograph that can't bo
seen peeping out of the half light
thrown from a fireplace, with its
lucky possessor lolling near by In an
attitude of ecstatic adoration. It's a
poor brand of box that can't be worn
before the andirons, or of chocolates
that can't be munched by pretty girls
In the same effective setting. An open
fireplace has come to 'be one of the
stock properties for producing an ef-

fect of cheerlness, and, indeed, the
matinee Idol's heart rending dilemma
Is never so heart rending as when he
tells his bosom friend about it beforo
a stage fireplace, with the red lncan-descen- ts

flickering realistically and tho
violins sobblns a soft accompaniment.

But enough of that old hoax. The
open fireplace Is a .fraud. Almost in-
variably it won't draw Jack London,
who, whatever crabbed stylists might
say of his writing, at least knew life
out of doors, made it the summit of
achievement for one who had gono
back to tho soli to make nr fireplace
that wouldn't smoke. And when it
does draw it won't heat. And if It
does both, the chances are a hundred to
one there isn't enough cordwood in
the whole neighborhood to keep it
going half a day. One of tho many
comic sights to be seen in a suburban
bungalow is a pyre of bits of packing
case, small branches of trees, scraps of
timber left by the founder and such
combustible whatnot touched off sol-
emnly to "show a helpless week ender
what a real open fireplace Is like.

Those who must bunwwood to keep
warm don't do It so foolishly. A box
stove of the old kind, that will hold
chunks two feet long, that has no grate.
but holds the embers glowing redly
about the fuel still burning, that roars
In a cheery crescendo as the winds
mount outside, is the proper caper.

Throw open the swinging doibr. Was
there ever eo brave a glare of livid
embers, pulsing with the breath of the
fire? A steak would, and docs, broil
there In a Jiffy. Bread 'is but passed
before it. and comes out toast. Pota
toes bake nestling In its bedded ashes,
tea water bolls as if by magic. A thing
of comfort, that old box stove.

On the wall behind it is a nice, white
blank space that may suitably accom-
modate one of those nice pictures of a
fireplace.

LEFEVRE: HIS SALAD.

With His Eye on a Pistol He Recites
the Great Recipe.

To tub Editor or tub Sun Sir: So
much is being said these days about
good things to eat and drink that I am
reminded of what once happened at
Lefevro's tavern, bar and general store
In Puerto Cortes, Honduras. In the
first place, let it be known that one can
live well at Lefevrc's, provided one
stands in the good graces of the pro-
prietor. General Manuel Bonllla, twice
President of the republic, and a graduate
of the best schools of gastronomic ex-
perience In New Orleans, used to declare
that Lefevre made, among many other
things, the best salad dressing In tho
universe, a sentiment heartily Indorsed
by Dr. Alberto Membrefio, his Minister
of Foreign Relation, who ate salad of
Lefevrc's making three times a day.
During one of these discussions and
while Lefevre was boastfully explaining
his process. General Lee Christmas, com-
manding the triumphant army of occu-
pation, came up behind him. listening In-

tently all tho while. "And I, Lefevre,
am the discoverer and sole compounder
of this delicious dressing," explained the
host. Lee's ruddy face suddenly grew
ruddier, his Hps compressed, his blue
eyes snapped, his blond hair stood out
like porcupine quills beneath his Panama
hat, "You damned old flying fish." he
gasped In Indignation. When he re-

gained composure and had apologized
to General Ilonllla and Dr. Membrefio he
paid to tho abashed Lefevre: "Now look
here; you can put things over on us
when It comes to mixing drinks, but
when you come to claim that salad dress-
ing I'm going to assert my authority.
I gave it to you myself, and you know
It; I told you where I got It, from Jean
Pcrreard in Washington, and you know
that too. You stand exposed, Lefevre,
so own up to the Jefe."

Lefevre hung his head.
At this point that wise old fox Dr.

Membrefio, fearful that Lee might havo
forgotten the recipe and still do away
with Lefevre, mado this diplomatic sug-
gestion to avoid a catastrophe: "Now,
my dear General, suppose Lefevre truth-
fully repeats to us his process. Should
he do so, I venture to suggest that a
lenevolcnt view on your part of ,hls of-

fence would not bo met with criticism
by the supreme Government."

"Out with It. then," hissed Lee.
lefevre. now somewhat reassured, went

straight to tho point, though casting an
occasional sidelong glance at the big
automatic protruding from beneath tho
uenerai s linen mouse.

"Rather would I be one toad and live
upon the dampness of a dungeon than
tell an untruth to your Excellencies," he
eloquently began. "Tho General did
mention something to me onco about that
dressing of Jean Perreard's. To that, I
now make confession; but there Is ono
point he do not know. He communi-
cate me bow to mnke It. so: Ono big
spoon of oil of olvt, one half big spoon
of salt, mixing both very quick with
fork, not with spoon. Then put In some
good lot of black pepper, mixing some
more ; next two big spoon of port wine
vinegar and one little bit of oil of wal-
nut. If you can get htm. The greens for
three people must be put always in bis
bowl and dressing substance poured on
top, when turning process again begin,
this time with wooden fork and spoon.
That, Excellencies, Is what I make for
the General In Chief; but when I make
the salad for the supreme Government
I change him, because I have found that
when I use the vinegar of the banana,
Instead of that vinegar of port wine, the
result Is thousand time more exquisite.
For such reason, I claim, this Improve
dressing must be name Lefevre and not
Perrcard, la It not so, mi Jefe?1' he
added proudly, saluting General Bonllla,
who, with due gravity, disposed of the
question at Issue In these words:

"Oeneral Chrlstmas's charge having
proved unfounded, he will, at his own
expense, provide the party with a quart
of good old Llebfraumllch, from the
cellars of this house, with which to add
charm and flavor to the salad lefevre,
the official salad of the republic."

Poor Lee He bore up under the tri-
umph of Lefevre; but his was a hard,
hard, bitter lot, Piemik dr Ki.ein.

Washington, D. C February IT.

Nethlng More te Kay.

From tht Toptka Capital,
"He Is the sort of fellow," said Eph

Wiley yesterday In talking of his
"who never misses a lecture of W.

J. Bryan."

1

MANN A MENACE.

The Leader of the
Republican Minority.

To tub Editor or Tub Sun Sir: Is
there no way to mutsle James R, Mann,
leader, of the Republican minority In
Congress? His vicious Prusslr.nlsm Is a
menace to the future of the Republican
)arty. He does not represent the great

I body of his party and his attitude dur
ing the present crisis Is a disgrace to
the United States.

He belongs to a class of men alto
gether too numerous in both bouses of
Congress who have , given themselves
body and soul to the Goosefiesh Broth-
erhood, of which William J. Bryan Is
the high priest He fitly represents a
German American district in Illinois,
but as the leader of a great party in
the lower house of Congress he Is a
tragic allure.

in a country dedicated
to human freedom 4s a form of treason
which sooner or later will be stamped
to death. And If we enter Into armed
conflict with Germany the position of
these latter day copperheads will
straightway become extremely embar-
rassing. Thousands of American citi-

zens who love their country-nn- believe
In the glory of Its destiny are not In-

clined to see their birthright sold for
a pot of neutrality mush.

Levin J. Chase.
CoNCOitD, N. IT., February 19.

RAISING AN ARMY.

Why Could It "ot Be Done Under the
Volunteer System 1

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: In
view of the fact that the recent sever-
ance of diplomatic relations with Ger-
many may develop any day Into a
declaration of war, the Administration
Is confronted by the problem of organiz-
ing and equipping an army sufficiently
large to give adequate protection to our
country. While It Is practically certain
that to constitute such an army a mill-

ion and a half or perhaps two million
men would be required, no definite an-

nouncement has yet been made as to
how such a force Is to be recruited;
whether it Is to be accomplished by
adopting the volunteer system and ap-

pealing to the loyalty and patriotism of
Americans, or by relying on that seml-ctvlllz-

method, conscription.
For a freo and presumably patriotic

nation to resort to conscription except
as a last hope would be to acknowledge
our freedom and patriotism to be a
sham. liven England, faced as she was
by the necessity of raising a huge army,
did not take this step until all other
methods had been given a fair trial.
And England, by reason of her scat-
tered colonies, Internal disturbances and
population, had far less reason to hope
for successful results than the United
States.

In facing the military question, there-
fore, let us keep two things In mind:
the Monroe Doctrine and our vast pop-

ulation. A strict observance of the
former-woul- d Insure our maintaining
an army only for defensive purposes In
the present crisis, instead of pouring
forth the best Of our manhood to be
slaughtered on European battlefields.
Moreover, it is evident that this Is the
very thing Germany wants, for thevwar
has shown Itself to be a conflict of mu-

nitions rather than men, and conse-nuent- ly

the stoppage of supplies to the
Allies would merely further their ends.
Hut with our navy actively engaged In
protecting our rights at sea, and an
adequate army prepared to defend our
shores against Invasion, Germany's last
hope, her ruthlcVs submarine warfare. Is
assuredly doomed.

The second point, the numerical
strength of our population, reveals that
only about 2 per cent, of that popu-

lation i needed for military service ;

that Is to say, to supply an army of
two million men. Surely It stands to
reason that under a properly conducted
volunteer system of recruiting 2 per
cent of the population of each State
would respond to the call of duty.

Conscription should only be used as
a last resort, for It would but burden
the country with an unnecessarily large
number of poldlers If employed other-
wise, since the army so raised would
only be used for defensive purposes,
unless of course we are to forever aban-
don our national policy. OBSF.nvEn.

New York, February 19.

FOR FRANCE.

Wonld Onr Entrance In the War In-

crease Oar Aid to Her?
To the Editor or The Sun Sir: Tour

correspondent who answers Miss Mar-bury- 's

stirring appeal for the continu-
ance of work for French relief seems
unmindful of the fact that If we enter
tho war, so far from locking up our
resources as a means of preparation, we
should put forth every effort to give
to the countries who would be our
allies.

England's splendid example of gener-
osity should Inspire us. She sends sup-
plies of every kind to the weaker na-

tions who are in need of her aid, as
well as providing the bulk of tho money
for Belgian relief. It would seem need-

less to ask the great majority of our
countrymen to remember that charity
begins at home. They have turned a
dull ear to the appeals for help from
the war sufferers.

Standing In tho shadow of war, let us
turn our attention with greater earnest-
ness to tho Instant need of France and
the other stricken countries, knowing
that when our turn comes wo shall meet
our own problems with greater knowl-
edge and a more generous spirit If we
havo formed the habit of e.

Sophie Cart Knox,
New York, February 17,

CUllUatlon's Terms of rear.
When will this war be over, when will the

bloodshed erase.
When will tbe world be lapped again In

slumbrous robss of peace?
For swords to ploughshares fashioned, for

respite from the fray,
For good .old days of pleasantness, for

prosperous times and gay,
For sweet release from horrors, for broth-

erhood we long -

(But not If It perpetuate the Hohenzollern
wrong!)

When will the booming cannon no more
the world alarm.

When will the darkness desolate lift from
the town and farm?

For cheerful, happy firesides, for children
unafraid.

For youths' and maidens' promenades be.
neath the oak trees' shade.

For freedom to be human, to live like men,
we thirst

(But not It it will leave enthroned mad
Wllhelm the accuraedt)

When will the undereea boats release the
world from dread,

When wU the.dlssy Zeppelins cease drop-
ping down their lead?

For nights care free and gladsome, for
nodding bf the Are,

For bright lights down the thoroughfares,
for Joy la our desire,

For our homecoming heroes, for btttle
standards furled

(Uut not ir 11 would leave astride this
monster o'er the world!)

Mills MtiXDii Diwsox.

THE NEW ANTI-NARCOTI- C LAW IN
FRANCE.

Drugs Carefully Classified A Law

and Disregard of

In splto of the war the French
Government has carried through Its
scheme of drug control, Tho new law
has just been put In force with many
comments from the press. The em-
phatic statement, which concludes the
official summary of evils, expresses the
belief that the law of 1845, hitherto
the rule under which narcotics wero
sold, was distinctly weak. Apparently
It was like our" own statute beforo
Jho Harrison and Boylan acts, in that
it permitted tho renewal of prescrip-
tions, so that it was possible to get
the same prescription filled several
times, and in this way a drug victim
could obtain a large supply of his
polBon. This summary requires care-
ful reading, for it contains many les-
sons of first Importance to other coun-
tries and to ourselves. The French
Consell d'Hygleno have been at great
pains to unfold all the social and legal
errors In their law of 1845 and In tho
Austrian statutes in regard to inade-
quate preparation, organization, ad-
ministration, deficiency In classifica-
tion and schedules of drugs that are
true narcotics. Franco has rebuilt her
social machine during the war. The
people have sunk all notions of conceit
and visionary reform under the weight
of reverses and stern practical ex-
perience. The Government has re-
solved to leave no loophole for escape
from duty. There is to be an end of
Illicit selling of drugs. There is to bo
an end of the disposition to put Into
ordinary medicines a proportion of
sedatives and opiates. Tho months of
nnxlous hope and the disease of ennui,
which were at first permitted to per-
meate some classes, had a tendency to

the nervous system, but war, ,

which has reunited the whole nation
with a common spirit, has justified the
Consell d'Hygleno in restricting the
use of narcotics and in publishing
schedules of poisons and sedatives
which are based upon new and su-
premely salutary distinctions. These
distinctions between tho various
poisons are not found In our own
statutes, and are so novel that they
have been much discussed In France.
Tho gist of the matter is that the law
sets an example of conduct and a type
of character for ordinary people. There
is a refreshing amount of common
sense shown In the debate on the
causes of drug taking, whether it is
to be ascribed to nerve strain, to race,
family, descent, the hereditary princi-
ple or whether something could not be
due to nurture and education. The
spirit of the law is well worth study in
view of the present agitation about
drug maniacs here..

The new French law of narcotics
signalizes a distinct stage In this
process of legislation. The main fea-

tures of striking novelty are the truly
scientific inventories of poisons and
the rules for the keeping of narcotics.
There are three schedules of drugs,
and the law makes an admirable oppo-
sition of the drug with stupefying
qualities to the drug with poisonous
qualities. It admits three orders of i

poisons: active poisons, narcotics and

BE STRONG AND FIT!
Rules for Health Offered by a West-

ern Disciple of Physical Culture.
To the Editor or The Sun Sir: Here

are a few suggestions that If followed
will harden our "hothouse" Americans
nnd make stalwart men of them.

Wear no gloves in winter time. Take
a manly pleasure In the discomfort of I

cold fingers.
Take your hot hath every week, but

take It In a cold room. Uso a good,
stiff brush on your skin, and when you
are through with the hot water douse
cold water over your body.

It you are n constant user of tobacco j

now and then, go without It for a week
or a month or two.

Cut down the pleasures of the table.
Let your smile be broadest and your

laugh heartiest when the wind howls,
and the cold freezes, and the bllxzard
rages, and also when the sun shines tho
hottest. Charles Hooper.

Seattle, Wash.. February 13.

A Bine Gnus Tragedy Averted.
From the ItopUintiiltt h'tntuckion.

Last night, at the Klka Oluh, as Nick
Sladelman entered the front door, Kd

Duncan walked out of the reading room.
It was Inevitable that they should see

each other.
With biiteJ. so to spealc, breaths, other

Klks watched the outcome.
It was the flret time thes'd met since

the tense situation developed by the
Kaiser's ruthless submarine policy

O, what would happen!
"IFya, Nick," said Ed.
"I.o, Ed," said Nick.

Irish Kings.

To thb Editor ov The Sun Sir: "Dis-
satisfied no matter under which king,''
says Mr. Huneker. What Is the basis
of such chatter? When have the Irish
had a king of their own to bo satisfied
with? A. .1. O'Uonnki.l.

Scranton, Pa February IS.

A Call for I.. I). C.

To tiik lloiion or Til Sr.N Mr: Will
you kindly permit me to nsk the nrlter
of .the letter published In Tiik Pvn of
Sunday over tho Initials "L. D. r" to put
himself In communication with the Amer-
ican Society for the Itellef of French War
Orphans at 120 Broadway?

Jostra Bcckiin HtsiKir,
Oeneral Manager,

New YotK, February 19.

What an Illinois Man Knows About Hanks
lid flnlt,

From the Xlonlgomtri t'outifj .Vein

John M, Hampton, llast Fork township:
I disagree with an article you bad In your
last Tuesday's Issue about trapping hawks.
The writer of that article seems lo think
that hawks are a great nuisance and should
be eitermlnated because they occasionally
catch a chicken. I do not agree nltu him.
I believe they ara a great lieneflt to the
farmer and should be protected, for they
do much moro good In catching field mice
and rats than they do harm. These birds
live almost entirely upon the flcl.l mice
that Infest so mnny farms, I never saw
a hawk catch a chicken but ence, nnd
then the chicken nas nearly full grown,
but I happen to know that they do catch
field mice and rats In great numbers. I

had a meadow last year thnt was so In-

fested with these mice I could hardly cut
It, as they built their nests at the nurface
of thf ground out of the tickle grass, and
these neets would irt Into the sickle of
the mower and clog It up. The other
evening I saw a flock of small owls, some-
times called prairie owls, hovering over
this meadow and diving to the ground
every little while to pick up a mouse,
You may rest assured 1 didn't disturb
them, for they were ridding my meadow
of the pests, and the hawks are equal!)
aa good for that purpose, only they don't
goMn flocks. ,

Thai Makes Evasions of K Not Katy

Rules Uncommon.

1 chemical substances with poisonous
properties. inrcoucB as rotntnonlv
understood .rccelvo u new
They aro called "stupf flnnts" ,)r stuw.tying drugs. The Journal j;,r.
marie of January publishes a full text
of the law with an able critique by Dr
Henri Martin. He thinks that there ia want of scientific fitness n

"stupefying drugs," though it Is
clear enough to the public and iippr,.rcntly has tho approval of the Mvornexperts of the Paris Academy of Medl-cin-

who aro pretty certain to be v
mcir Buaru against any unripe cli.inge
It Is nn ascertained fact that narcotic?
like opium, morphine and hasheesh
bludgeon tho mind into stupor, and
from this point of view tho public can
recognize tho value of tho law's cla.flcatlon. Tho aim Is declared in tl
preamble; drug mania hns been preva-
lent, and If the eyes of tho public an
to bo dpencd, tho more shocking

opener tho better.
According to tho Journal tic Vliarnm

etc, the law makes all this rlonr, lu .

on many points It Is vague and dim
cult to follow. Thus tho slnpr-fji- ,

drugs of Schedule II are: opium, crmi
and refined, extracts of opium, inoi
phlne and tho other alkaloids the la
makes a wise distinction in favor i,

codeine their salts and dcrivatiiih
cocaine, Its salts and derivatives, hash .

cesli and its preiwiratlons. Hut wha (
are the derivatives of cocaine? Sin
valne, novocainc nnd holocaine. usual i
employed us substitute h for coalni
are not derived from it, and. :is a m-
ater of fact, there an- - no ilicmic.il d.
rlvatlves of cocaine sold In France. .

for the means by which tho.c tui'
Hants" shall be kept and sold, It do--

not much matter what style of safe ut
storo Is used, provided that It l

locked. But who Is to keep the kej
The druggist himself or one of
clerks? The question peems Incapabl,
of 'settlement, thoush the Cour l

Cassation has decided that narcotic
must be kept In n "wife nlatc" win.
It appears, may bo any publlc-cxch-

lug place from the locked Hholves of
Krocer to tho closet of a
Every person who buys or .cll or
narcotics must make a declaration
tho Mayor or Commissary of l'olu.
nnd every sale or proscription mut
recorded in a special book, vililrh
regularly Inspected by these lliei.i
Here names and addresses nnd tl
amounts sold are recorded, which ni,i
not be more ban enough for

or. for cxnmplo, a tube of twoui
tablets of morphine or cocaine. ap
there prescriptions aro not reneweu
These arc certainly practical lesiric
tlons, and In due time a thorough
satisfactory state will cmersi Hit- - a

present the chief defect of the law, ai
cording to the Journal UQicltl. Is tlw
burden it Imposes on the. druggist win
must lock up his store of narcotics ani
keep tho key In bis pocket, which tin
mere keeper of poisons need not do Ir
contemplating his own double lotkt-- i

skeleton. However, evasions of the lav
are not easy and disregard of its rulti
aro not common.

FOILING THE SUBMARINE.

Internal Combustion Kuglnes IHitiln.

lh tho one of Dauuer.
To the Editor or The Si n- - , n.

present submarine menace could l. If
creased to a very great degtee .f
owners would only construct mnt..r m i

such as have been built In large nuinbei-i-

Kurope.
A sulmiarlno lies low on i e tiand In rough weather its range of

is limited to a few miles and in .

weather its range of msIoii is I

to about seven or eight mile' oi
riuently It Is necessary for the ren t

watch for smoke of a steamsli ,p

distance and then take nilvunt.igr . f
great speed by heading the st. i ne of
This sinoko Increases the mi"i .u ini
range of vision by ten or fifteen te !c- -

Now a motor ship equipped '"' '"'
typo internal combustion oil c
gives forth no smoke ha'ee , n
the submarine will fall to cc be r
average conditions if she i n.. nr
miles awny.

Motor ships of thl type are n- - pi
tical up to about 13, one. t,.ri- - In

United States Navy Pep.irtue ' '

a motor drlcu lank ship of i

displacement, whilo ll.irl.ml .v. '
llelfast are building four l

freighters of 13,000 tons
capacity.

The Fast Asiatic Compiii f
hagen and the Caucasus i. I M

Steamship Company of I'et -

sold all their steamers ami n r
build motor ships exclusive e

which American shipowners s' '

to heart. T. UitciiAt" 4

New York, February 1!.

TRADE BRIEFS
Co.U exports from sdne n

to this country In lOI'l a n
1.10 tons, valued nt ?.",c,7 .11
decr-a- " In value from ill- -
previous year.

Soap manufacturers ni --
i t

deavorlng to bring about
of tho exportation of pr-

The Spanish oap Imhn-I-

on this oil, nnd there
In 101(1.

The CSovernmcM so .1 1 'mo ' s
at St. rei'cnt! f.T : v

of $in nun was reallre
Japan's cement Indu-- f - - " .

In th" past few -- .ir- the i'i .'
amounting- to ::.!H.'l.ono - i"

sertcd that AmerU.ui '

eliminated from tin- niaik- -'

Amerlcnn electric earn
railroad running from Har,el--- '

Spain This road b.is recent
Uis IManas

ddlnc machine are needed
Tooth past Is In demand In

Nineteen sixteen was a prosn
in Newfoundland except for i

Industry, which showed a de-'e-

seal catch was valued t ?n T on

against tilt. 000 In l!)i:.
A modern biscuit lnkery Ins s en

at Hongkong, China. The ma li --

bought la the I'nlted States.
English Jute bags, which

(ltmte mulu for marketing "ft-

doubled In pree( since the on
hostilities In Kurope and are

cents each.
Maritime sanitation laws In"

passed by the Chilean f!oernmeiit
future all ships entering Chlleuu pA '

be Inspected,
KxplnslMi manufacturers In 'n

try used ,',ni,"10 bales of blea He I

fibre In mill, which wns an l r.
201.707 bales over the amount u-

Before the Ihirope.m war e

of British llast Africa's ep.--
lies canio tn this reimti. bu' nu-

tates havo decreased the-- c riper cent, Ilxpnrts In mm wc- -. s

8?,nOO, with Egypt as the be.i


